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SAFETY _FIRST

Alnays handle a gun as if it were loaded.

Mever point a qun at anything you
intend to shoot. Y g you do not

Know what is behind your target before
you shoot,

Never accept a gun from someone or pick
one up without checking for yourself to
see whether it is loaded.
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WHO WE ARE

He are a group of women who have spent our
lives Yiving in danger of attack from men. In
other words, we're just like you.

At different times in our lives we each have
tried different ways of defending ourselves:
taking self-defense courses, carrying knives,

"Hait" (dog mace), screwdrivers, etc. Ye always
tried to go places with friends or else we stayed
home a lot. Then, over a short period of time, we
began to get guns.

Some of us were never around guns and got them
without knowing anyone else who had them, and some
of us had had gun experience in the past and had
friends who owned them. Uhile in the process of
trying to find out wore about guns, we realized how
difficult it is for a woman to get the necessary
information. 1[It could be difficult enough or
frightening enough for her to give up entirely.

Lack of knowledge may cost her time and money. The
same mystigue that keeps us isolated, unconscieus,
and vulnerable also keeps us unarmed.

Nhen we began to share our gun learning experi-
ance ve realized not only how much easier it became
but alsoe how much mare fum it was. When we realized
how much effort we could have saved ovrselves if we
had begun talking soaner, we decided that one of the
best thines we could do for the women's community
and women's movement was to share our cellected
knowledge in a feminist gun pamphlet. This has been
our effort at sharing.

We don‘'t claim that everythino in this pamphlet
is the best advice you can get, or the last and
complete word on handguns. We are still learning.
The options in your area may be very different from
ours. And even the 'experts®' don't agree on every-
thing. But we do think that we have reached a place
vhere we can responsibly give advice and inferma-
tion. ¥Ye will be delighted when anotiher group of
women puts out a revised and expanded edition.

While we all share a similar outlook, the
various sections of the pamphlet represent the
experiences and opinions of the individual writers.
e made no attempt to reach a consensus oh every-
thing.

Hopefully, 6.C.R. {Gun Consciousness Raising)
groups will spring up all over.

-----J‘-————-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—
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INTRODUCTION

Being a woman in a world run by men you find
that your life is in constant danger of one form or
other. 6Going to work in the morning {or especially
if you work in the evening), going to the grocery
store, or just taking a walk down the street can be
a danger-filled experience. HWomen with cars are
spared a Jot of worry about protecting themselves
when they leave their homes, but they still must
worry about the danger from attack in their homes -
balf of reported rapes occur in the woman's own
home. Then there's always walking from your car to
where you want to go - that's often quite a dis-
tance. Women who must rely on buses, walking, or
hitchhiking for transportation are in even more
danger.

The danger of attack on us all the time is very
real, yet most women don't take it really seriowsly
enough to do something in a realistic way to defend
themselves. Even when atl our friends around us are
being raped and mutilated - even when our very
selves are attacked - we still are slow to really do
something to protect ourselves. And there are very
real reasons why this is true. For men to maintain
a successful oppressive patriarchy, women must be
defenseless. [f we feel helpless then we wil) be
afraid to escape from ties with men and male insti-
tions. {A)} men are capable of rape and murder;
all men are potential rapists and murderers. That
includes both the stranger on the street and men you
knoi well - frequently relatives.) Ye will be
maintained by a rapist of our choice to protect us
from other rapists.

When we do manage to terminate all our con-
nections with men, then we are still left with the
wi.ll-planted electrodes of passivity in our brains.
We either take no measures to be constantly ready
to defend our own lives and the lives of other
women - or we carry hesitations, doubts, the feel-
ings that: "I don't really know if I could fight
back;” "If I had & knife or gun or black belt in
the martial arts, 1 don’t know if I could kill a
rapist attacking me - I don't want to hurt anyone.”
We either feel too weak or too magnanimous te want
to protect ourselves.

And the painful, disturbing thing is that none
of us knows, when it comes down to it and it is our
life or the attacker's life, if we could really

_they endanger theiv l1ives.

k§11. And it is never so clear cut as your own life
at stake. Too many women have submitted to rape
with the idea that by not resisting they were pro-
tecting their lives, and they probably felt they
were doing the best thing up until the moment they
were actually killed by their attackers. And women
too often are trusting of men to the point that

NATE TRE ALL-NURTURING MASOCHIST 1N EACH OF US 1S
TO REMEMBER THAT THE MAN OR MEN WRO ATTACK, RAPE,
MUTILATE, AND TRY TO KILL YOU, MAVE AND WILL DO THE
SAHE TO AS MANY WOMEN AS THEY CAM. WHILE YOU DE-
FEND YOURSELF, BEAR IN YOUR MIND ALL THE WOMEN YOU
LOVE THAT YOU ARE FIGHTING FOR, ESPECIALLY THOSE
YOU KNOW WHO HAVE BEEN ATTACKED.

The optlans a woman alone has for protecting
herself are to huild her body into a weapon or to
carry a weapon. It is always a good idea to learn
seme form of martial arts, but it takes years to be
completely effective (even though pne hour of train-
ing is always better than mone) - and situations can
always arise that are difficult to handie, no matter
how good a fighter you are - such as a gang of men
armed with guns who are attacking you. ]

1 am always a believer in weapons: hat pins,
screwdrivers, clubs, switchblades, machetes, "Halt'
{so1d in your local pet shop), etc. .But most wowen
are not as familiar or skilled in fighting with such
objects as men are, and it seems to me that the
least effort a woman has to make to defend herself,
the better off she is. It's too easy to freeze or
hesitate out of fear - fear of the situation and
fear of hurting anyone - and weapons can be taken
away. Most weapons. Except for one that is ra;her
hard to take away and that can be used from a dis-
tance with the least possible effort - a gun.

After years of trying to figure out the most reason-
able way to defend myself, 1've discovered that a
gun makes the most sense. {AR gun is also cheaper

to obtain than a black belt.)

Women often relate one of three ways to & gun:
"1¢'s horrible, male, and deadly; ! woun't go near
§t." "I dontt like guns at all, but they seem to
be the only way I can successfully defend myself, so
{ carry one."” "I love guns, I go shooting on the
range lots, and I have the cutest little set of
revolvers, autowmatics and antique rifles that you've
ever seen. Next week 1'm getting a cannon.” The
last may seem a little weird, but imagine getting
yourself a sweet little .38 special snubpose that
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goes with you everywhere and you realize that fOR
ONCE IN VOUR LIFE YOU ARE NOT AFRAID - not when you
sleep at night, not when you take a walk alone in
the woods, not when you qo to the corner store -
then you aimost begin to like that male death
machine which will protect your female life. Then
it's not so weird to get excited about learning to
shoot well - and it's a rea) skill. And you never
know what fear you've been living in until it's
gone.

The first difficulty in obtaining gun con-
sciousness is that most women are taught that guns
are out of their realm of reality - like high paying
jobs and self-respect. And that is part of the male
propaganda - that women be afraid of guns - because
men are afraid of women and a woman with a gun in
her hand is indeed a wonderful fright. (For one
thing, it §s well known that women are much better
at manual skil)s than men, so women invariably are
better shets - once they get it in thelr heads to
get a gun. Many marksmanship championships are won
by women.} Until the last couple decades (and still
in most rural areas today) guns were as natural a
part of someone'’s life as a screwdriver or can
opener. fEveryone had one and knew how to use one,
including many women. Guns were used for protection
and to get food. Once you get past the psychelogi-
cal hurdle of getting a gun, in most places you can
indeed walk in a store, order a gun, wait the legal
length of time, and go home with a gun of your own -

“a qun of one's own!

[

hey man,
1 +B|’|'r\k we
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TECHNICAL INFORMATION

I have found that the more 1 know about the
guns 1 handle and the ammunition they use, the more
comfortable I am when using them. We also felt
that the more we knew, the safer we would be, and
safety is a high priortity for us. Aside from that,
guns and ammunition are expensive. Knowing the
proper language helped us overcome our initial
awkwardness when talking with salesmen. They gener-
ally tend to show off when dealing with women. I
found this to have a side benefit, in that the
salesmen would discuss quns and gun handling at
great length with me, whom they assumed to be total-
1y ignorant. Men buying guns were not given nearly
as much information. I'm sure most of them were
Jjust as ignorant as me.

BALLISTICS

Ballistics 1s the study of the projectiles
fired by quns.

CASE, SHELL, CASING

POWPDER

p—

Z PRIMER

CARTRIDGE The figure above shows a typical car-
tridge, made up of a brass shell or
case, a powder charge, a primer, and a bullet. The
whole thing is called a cartridge or round. A
cartridge made for a shotgun is called a "shell."
A1l guns are made in such a way that when the
trigger is pulled, a pin called a FIRING PIN snaps
forward and hits the cartridge primer. The PRIMER
js filled with a substance that explodes on impact
of the firing pin, sending a flame into the part of
the cartridge that contains the powder. The POWDER
burps very rapidly, building up a tremendous pres-
sure. This high pressure dislodges the bullet from
the mouth of the cartridge and drives it down the




P, 007

D it o e

MAY-24-2007 THU 03:32 PM

©——ws

barrel of the gun. The BULLET is the only part of
the cartridge that leaves the barrel. Barrels on
most handguns and rifles are RIFLED, that is, the
insides of the barrels have GROOVES cut into them in
a spiralling fashion, running the length of the bar-
rel. (Most stotguns and muskets do nat have rifled
barrels.) As the bullet is pushed through the bar-
rel, it is gripped by the grooves and by the barrel
surfaces between the grooves, called LANDS. This
grip on the bullet by the lands and groaves gives it

a spin which tends to stabilize tlie bullet in flight.

X~ Secnion of a BArge,

GRoove

>Bareel

LAND

)
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There are two diameters to a barrvel, the groove
diameter and the land diameter. The groove diameter
ts larger, and is known as the BORE. Bullets are
made as close to groove diameter as possible.

The bullet leaves the barrel moving very
SPEED OF fast - anywhere from about 700 ft./sec.
BULLETS to about 4000 ft./sec., depending on the
type of gun. The ENERGY of a bullet
depends on the weight and the velocity, or speed, of
the bullet. It is proportional to the weight of the
bullet and to the square of its velocity. This
geans that if you

ouble the weight -

of the buHet,gyo AX weroht = A ¥ ceweray
double its energy. -
But if you double | & X VRLotity 2 Y¥% eneroy
its velocity, you
quadruple its energy.
Bullet weight is measured in grains {485 grains =
? ounce) and energy 1s measured in foot pounds.

In general, the killing power, or stopping
KILLING power of a cartridge is dependent an the
POWER energy: the greater the energy, the

greater the killing power. It also has a
Jot to do with other factors, especially the con-
struction of the bullet. A bullet can be construc-
ted so that if the energy is strong enough it can
smash through a large car engine. It can also be
constructed so that even if it were fired with the
same energy, it would explode on impact and pene-
trate only a short distance into whatever was beino

hit. The difference has
to do with how soft or
hard the metal is that
the bullet is made out
af, whether it has a
JACKET or not (emcased
by another wmetal), and
whether ar not its tip

‘]!E} B!lé} ]I[iltii:lllléj
A few types of bullets:
(2) Round Mose; (B) Spire
has been hollowed out. point; (C) Semi-Wadcutter;
A bullet made out of (D} Madcutter; (E) Hollow
soft lead, which is not Point Semi-Wadcutter.
Jacketed, and has a hol-

low point, will MUSHROOM (spread) on impact, almost
instantly. A bullet of high energy, fully jacketed
and with a solid tip, could travel through the wall
of one house into another house, killing a neighbor.
Bullets are made with all sorts of combinations of
the above characteristics, with varying penetrating
abidities.

CALIBER refers to diameter, either to the
CALIBER diameter of a particular bullet or to the
& BORE diameter of the barrel of the gun.

English or American cartridges have
calibers designated in hundredths or thousandths of
an inch. Eor example: .30 (meaning thirty caliber)
or .30-06 (meaning thirty-ought-six caliber). These
are both thirty caliber cartridges but are very dif-
ferent in terms of size, weight, and energy. The 06
designation identifies that particular cartridge as
having been invented in 1906, European calibers
are expressed in milltimeters, such as 9 mm. or 7.65
mm. {very popular handgun calibers, comparable to
a .38 or .32 American handgun).

The galiber is the BORE diameter, the larger of
the two diameters of the inside of a gun barrel.
This {s so that a gas tight seal! can be formed in
order to build emough pressure behind the bullet
to propel it out of the barrel at a high rate of
speed. Remember that caliber refers only to the
diameter of the bullet and not to the dimensions of
the cartridge case. n popular usage, the word
caliber refers to the specific name of the particv-
lar cartridge, not to the diameter. But technically,
caliber and diameter are the same.

I1f you mant to know what to expect from

BALLISTICS a particular cartridge, you can look up

TABLES al)l the information you will need in a
Ballistics Table, The table will list
all the cartridges made, their weights, energy, and
velocity (velocity in a table refers to MUZILE
velacity, the velocity of the bullet as it leaves
the gun). Tt will also tell you about TRAJECTORY.
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{(Trajectory is the path the bullet follows after
leaving the gum. Since gravity is being exerted on
the bullet at all times, it travels in a slight arc
gradually falling to earth. A cartridge fired at a
target 200 yards away will hit slightly below where
it would strike at 100 yards if you aimed at the
same spot.} The Ballistics Table will tell you how
you should adjust the sights of the qun to be accu-
rate at 100 yards (information you are more likely
to want to know about if you are using a rifle
rather than a handgun.) You should be able to find
a Ballistics Table in any Targe Gun Digest. Ask
your local gun dealer or check the 1ibrary.

Since there is a large variety of
amnunition of the same caliber, how de
you know what to buy? Hot all car-
tridges of the same caliber are inter-
changeable. As a matter of fact, they seldom are.
Cartridges that are not interchangeahle have dif-
ferent names. Many rifle cartridoes can be distian-
guished by having the

years they were 30 ~0¢ SPNNGFiELD
developed follow the 'v

YARIETY OF
AMMUNIT 10N

caliber, o.g. 30-06
refers to 30 caliber
Springfield car-
tridges developed in
1206. Se¢ 30-30 is
another 30 caliber
cartridge. They are

f -
¥

30 CANSINE

very different looking, and are not iunterchangeable.

In handguns, the .38, .38 special, and
PROPER . 357 magnum, al) have the same bullet
CALIBER  diameters, butl the cartridges are not
interchangeable, The .38 special car-
tridge is twice as powerful as the .38, and the

-357 magnum is twice as powerful as the .38 special.

fach of these guns is chambered to handle the
"explosive" power of a specific cartridge. A .38
revolver is unable te absorb the power of a .38
special cartridge - or a .357 magnum cartridge.

A .357 magnum cartridge can be chambered in some
.38 special quns (it may fit}, so be careful, es-
pecially if you are borrowing ammunition.

The proper caliber ammunition for your qum is
engraved on the barrel. 1f for any reason you are
unsure, ask for help. For example, an automatic
that has 9 mm. Kurz engraved on the barrel is not
referring to the standard 9 mm. automatic cartridge
at 311. Kurz means “short” in German and refers
specifically to the American .380, which is
equivalent to the European 9 mm. Kurz.

.22 Ammunition comes in Short (S), Long (L),
and Long Rifle (LR). Host ?eople buy Tong rifle,
the most powerful of the 22's other than 22 Hagnum.
Be sure your gun is chambered for it before you buy
it. One good reason to learn to shoot with a .22
is that the ammunition is less expensive.
for target practice buy the cheapest
ammunition possible for your gun. .38
Special ammunition is a very popular cali-
ber, and can frequently be obtained as RELOADS (used
casing, reloaded). This is usually done by a qun
enthusiast who contracts with local gum stores.
There is a higher incidence of MISFIRING (cartridge
will not fire) in reloads than in factory leaded
ammunition, so check on the reliability of the per-
son reloading for yeu. 1If you are dealing with an
established gun store, they have already done the
checking, so you needn't worry. Our biggest problem
with re?oads has been that sometimes they don't
chamber properly {they fit teoo tight in the chamber)
and the cylinder won't revolve. We return them for
replacements. Leavning to reload is not difficult,
but the initial cost for supplies and equipment is
expensive. Working collectively cuts down on the
expense, and can mean a big savings if you plan to
do a3 lot of shooting. Army surplus ammunition is
cheap and the quality is good. However, the caliber
variety is limited. Get it if you can.

For self-defense purposes outside the
OUR RECOM- home, we recommend a soft lead, non-
MENDATIONS jacketed type cartridge, hollow point

if it is available. These bullets are
very lethal, and will probably Xill anyone they hit.

OQur position, as I see it, is this: As women,
we know we are not instinctive killers, but if we
have to shoot to protect our lives and the lives of
other women, we will. I['m thinking about my old
civil rights days, and how we used to sit around
singing "We Shall Overcome." Remember the verse
"We are not afraid”? That was not the truth. We
viere terrified. 1'm not so terrified any more. I
know how to use a gun and I will. UWe recommend the
hollow point cartridge because if you miss your
target, it cannot pass through a wall and injure
someone you did not intend te shoot. It also les-
sens ricochet. Self defense shooting is usvally
very close range. A fully jacketed bullet could
pass through your attacker into sowmeone else. Each
one of us has decided on our own what kind of
ammunition to use.

for inside the house, we recommend what is
called "Shellshot,” a buckshot type cartridge made

RELOADS
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to fit .38 special and .357 magnum revelvers. 1t is
probably not accurate beyond 10 or 1§ feet, and
probably will net kill, but should stop even the
most determined rapist. You can get it at your lo-
cal gun store. The advantages of “"shellshot® are
that it cannot pass through walls, that its ‘spread’
makes accuracy less necessary, and that it cannot be
traced.

COST OF AMMUNITION

The cost of ammunition rums about like
this for a box of 50.
For Revolvers:

For Automatics:

.22 88¢ - $1.20 .25 $4
.38 $7 - §8 .32 $4
.38 Special $7 - %9 . 380 $7.50
.357 Nagnum 39 - $10 9 mm. $8.50

Shell Shot $1.60/bex of 6 .
Army surplus ammunition and reloads will be
cheaper than the above estimates.

You will run across the words rim fire (RF) and
center fire (CF} frequently when reading ballisties
tables. These designations refer to the location on
the cartridge where the firing pin must strike in
order to activate the primer, rim being along the
rim of the cartridge, and center being in the center.
A gun calibrated for rim fire ammunition cannet fire
center fire ammunition. Your gum is calibrated for
one or the other.

HANDGUNS

Randguns ave definitely short-range weapons.
for most people, 25 yards would be a maximym range
in terms of reliability. Initially, we would recom-
mend shooting at 15 yards or less. 1f you are using
a snub nose .38, even 15 yards can be difficult.
With practice, you should become competent quickly.

Basically, handguns come in two kinds,
REVOLVERS Revolvers and Automatics or Pistels. A

revolver is like what the cowgirls used
to carry. The picture on Page 14 shows a revolver

_with a 4 or 6-inch barrel. The same qun having only

a 2-inch barrel would be called a SNUS-NOSE. A
model frequently chosen by detectives, as they are
easily concealed - usually in a shoulder holster or
in a small inside-the-pants or belt holster.

The revolver has a CYLINDER, which usually
swings out and which usually has €ive or six

10

CHAMDERS into which cartridges fit. As the cylin-
der revolves, one chamber at a time lines up with
the barrel, and the cartridae can then be fired.
Pulling the trigger lines up the cartridge by rota-
ting the cylinder to the proper position, and causes
the hammer to spring forward, firing the round.
Thus, the emevgence of REVOLYER as the name of this
type of qun, After you fire all the cartridges, yvou
must swing the cylinder out, eject the empty cases,
and load the chambers with new cartridges.

Hewer reveolvers can be fired in two ways,
SIHGLE ACTION and DOUBLE ACTION. 1In order to fire
single action, you have to cock the gun first. You
pull the hammer back with your thumb until you feel
it click into place and it doesn't snap back vhen
you let go of it. To fire the qun, you can now give
a slight squeeze on the trigger and it will go off.
That is single action firing. Doubtle action is
simply squeezing the trigger until the gun fires.
The difference is that for single action you ceck
the gun befare firing, and for double action vou
don't. HWe tend to prefer gquns that can be fired
double action as well as single action, because in
a Jife-threatening situation, you might not have
time to get your thumb up there to cock it.

The other kind of handgun is the
AUTONATICS Automatic or Pistel. Actomatic refers
to the action of the SLIDE which en-
closes the barrel of the pistol. When a shot is
fired, some of the energy coming from the spent
cartridge is used to force the slide back, ejecting
the spent casing, chambering a aew round, and cock-
ing the hammer, al) in a flash. 50 once the first
round is fired, the gun is automatically cocked for
each successive round. The pistol) which 1s cocked
automatically like this can be firad by squeezing
the trigger with only a swall amount of pressure.
The first round must be chambered manually. Automa-
tics have removable clips that cantain anywhere from
5 Lo 14 rounds. I1f you want an automatic, it is
best to get a good one - cheap ones are especially
Tikely to jam on you.
What's the best for you, a revolver or
AUTOMATIC  an automatic? That's hard to say.
¥s. Automatics and revolvers each have their
REVOLVER advantages. The automatic has greater
fire pover {more shots can be fired
quickly). fach cartridge has to go from the waga-
zine up a ramp into the chamber. It is this mechan-
ism that causes jamming to sometimes happen. Even
the best quality larger caliber autematic will
pccasionally jam. MHith practice, a cartridge which

11
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is jammed can be quickly corrected. Jamming is
especially likely to happen if soft point ammunition
is used, where the soft lead tip may catch on the
ramp. Also, if you have a misfire (the cartridoe
does not go off) the slide must ke pulled back by
hand to clear the unfired cartridge and chamber a
fresh one. This takes valuable time in a self-
defense sitvation.

If you have a misfire with a revolver, you
simply pull the trigger again, which will rotate the
next cartridge in line with the barrel. (Actually,
with modern commercial ammunition, misfires are
extremely rare.) The revelver, on the other hand,
takes longer to reload. Mith an automatic, you can
even carry a spare loaded clip. So an automatic
has greater firepower; & revolver has slightly
better reliability. (The military uses automatics;
the police usually use revolvers.)

Automatics are flatter than revolvers, hence
are more concealable. But any pistol of caliber
.380 or more is probably heavier than a .38 snub
nose revolver. Firing automatics usually takes a
little more getting used to than revelvers, and
automatics are a little more difficult to operate
in that it is possible {(if you aren’t holding the
gun safely) to get cut by the slide when it moves
back.

in deciding which handguns we would buy, our
considerations viere these: safety, stopping power,
cost, size, and weight.

SAFETY: Some guns are not safe in that they
cannot withstand the load they are suppesed to be
chambered for. These cheap guns are called "Satur-
day Night Specials." It 1s unclear to me exactly
what constitutes a Saturday Night Special, but this
much J know: they are cheap, unreliable, poorly
built, and can explode in your hand when fired, or
else jam and not fire at all. Before you buy a gun
check a reliable source to see if the brand is a
good one. Just because a qun is cheap does not
mean it is upsafe, nor does being expensive neces-
sarily make it safe. Check first. Don't be talked
into buying until you know. You can always come
back. Be suspicious of a "this is a chance of a
lifetime” deal.

There are other quns we consider to be unsafe
and impractical for self-defense purposes because
the cylinder (in a revolver) does not swing out and
sp it is difficelt to see whether they are loaded or
not. They also cannot be loaded very rapidly.

Poorly constructed automatics usually cost »
Tittle more than peorly constructed revolvers.,

14
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STOPPING POMER: Anything below a .38 special
revolver or .380 automatic may not stop a rapist
enraged that you are pulling a gun on him. In
cther words, .22's,.32's, and .25's are not
recommended for self-defense. There are some .22
magnums available which are powerful enough to be
considered safe by our standards in terms of their
stopping power.

COST: Guns of the quality and caliber we
recommend for self-defanse cost anywhere from
around $100 to $160. Low caliber guns to be used
for target practice cost from about $70 to $150.
Prices are rising rapidly, so these are the best
estimates we have now.

SI1Z2E AWND WEIGHT: This is a consideration if
you plan to carry a gun (laws vary, locality to
Jocality). Small size, 1ight weight guns are
great to carry. However, the tighter the gun, the
graater the recoil; and the shorter the barrel,
the less accuracy possible. Most women have chosen
a light, small, .38 special snub nose revolver.
Some have chosen heavier model revolvers or
automatics.

On the following pages are some brand namnes
and models of handguns we feel are worth mentioning.
There are, in actuality, dozens of models of each
type of handgun. for example, Smith & Wesson and
Colt each make five or six different models of
snub nose .38 special alone. The models we chose
to list are only representatives of these types.

If you should buy a gun from one of the companies
we mention you will be buying a quality gun.

15
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for those who especially love target shooting,
the Colt 45 ACP pistol is really fine if you can
afford it. The Colt 45 ACP can be a good investiment
because it is the handgun used by the military and
therefore there is a plentiful supply of arm
surplus ammunition. The gum will cost from 3170 up.

Smith and Wesson, Colt, and Browning all have
discontinued the production of small 25 caliber
pocket automatics. They can still be found in good
condition used. These small handguns are very

popular because of their smal) size and light weight.

tven the Colt, which is considered the finest pocket
automatic made, jams easily. If you wish to pur-
chase a small pocket automatic, one chambered for

22 LR (long rifle) might be a better bet. The
energy behind a 22 LR is far superior to anything 2
25 can deliver. As far as we know, there are no
small pocket automatics avound which can deliver the
fire power and reliability of a quality snut nose

38 special revolver. The one redeeming feature of
the pocket avtomatic is its lightness and conceal-
ability.

He have only described American made guns. The
reason is simply that we had more information about
them. There are, of course, some excellent quality
foreign made guns.

18

BUYING YOUR GUN

Once you have decided what you want in a gun
and what type to buy, you have two decisions to
make: where to get it and whether to buy it new or
used.

New guns can be bought in gun stores, gun
WHERE departments of some sporting goeods stores.
and gun sections of some department stores
{e.g.. Sears, Wards). Department stores and
sporting goods stores usually carry mostly hunting
guns and equipment, which vsually means rifles and
not handguns. Used guns can be gotten in gun stores,
gun shows, pawn shops, classified ads, and ads at
gun clubs.

He have only bought mnew guns, and we got these
at gun stores. ¢Pfartly this was because we knew very
little and depended largely on the advice of sales-
people. Ue didn't feel ahle to judge the quality of
a used gun, and a malfunctioning gun seems practi-
cally useless and even dangerous. An unreliable gun
is in many ways worse than no weapon at all) in a
self-defense situation.

However, we now know of women who have gotten
USED good used handauns from gun stores. So we
GUNS offer the following advice on buying a used
gun.

Unless you feel pretty confident about judging
a gun's condition we guess that the two best places
to buy a used gun are gun stores and gun clubs. [n
our experience, pawmn shops are about the most expen-
sive place toc huy a gun and the guns there are not
in good condition. A gun store will probably
guarantee the gun. Ue don't know anything about gun
shows, but have been fold the prices there are high.
Me have been advised that used automatics may be
less reliable than used revolvers. (More can go
wrong with a badly cared for automatic.) A target
shoating model is likely to have been used a lot and
hence is not a good bet.

Try to get a gun in nearly nem condition. Check
for barrel wear. In a new barrel the rifling is
perfectly sharp and shiny. 1In a used barrel, there
may be pitting and corrosion, and the rifling may not
be sharp.

Check the external finish. Usually a gun well
cared for on the outside will be in fine shape on
the inside. Check to make sure that everything
works. Take a look at the hole through which the

io
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firing pin protrudes. 1f it is oval, or not round,
this indicates a lot of wear.

When looking at a revolver, check the clearance
between cylinder and barrel}, and check the amount of
play vhen you push the cylinder forward and backward
and when you try to rotate it. Some clearance and
play (jigale) is normal, but it should not be exces-
sive. Also, look at the front of the cylinder -
dark eroded rings around the chambers are a sign of
much wear.

Since qood handguns in good condition go up in
value, you aren't likely to save a lot of money
buying a used qun. And you won't have much choice
of model or make since there aren't many for sale.
(People don't tend to sel) their handguns.) So, if
you know exactly what you want, you may have to wait
a while before you find it used. But stores do
occasionally have good used handguns at reasonable
prices, so ask. Unless you ask to see used guns
they probably won't offer to show them to you.

Generally, we have found that reputable
THE GUN gun stores are honest and helpful. Me
STAORE viere intimidated and scared the first

times we went in, mostly because we
thought of buyino gums as somehow illegal and sus-
pect. Mothing could be further from the truth.
Now we realize that oun stores are like any other
spert or hobby shop. Remember - guns are legal,
shooting is a respectable and legitimate sport.
Kost qun store people love guns and want everybody
to have them, use them, and enjoy them. They will
be delighted to see you. They love to answer
questions, and give advice. You probably won't be
the only woman in the store - lots of handguns are
now being sold to women. And, most men who work in
gun stores take a (very paternal and slightly
amused) pleasure in selling guns to women.

Most gun stores advertise in the yellow
HOW TO pages. You can call and ask auestions
FIND about prices and stock. Find a store with

a large selection and preferably with a
gunsmith. Guns, 1ike any machines and tools, need
repairs and adjustments. WYe have had minor problems
even with expens